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GCSE Drama

Component 1: Section A  
GCSE Readiness Diagnostic &
Introduction to the Course

Introduction to Drama: 
Drama skills
Drama vocabulary
Stage positioning & Stage directions 

Theatre in Education (T.I.E): 
Creating a message with clear intention
Structuring performance for a young audience

Marketing & Pitching a production
Pitch presentation skills
Research & planning

Around the world in a Musical: 
Ensemble performance skills
Spatial awareness in ensemble
staging

Introduction to dance: 
Learning and retaining choreography
Timing & rhythm
Characterisation through movement

Script - Matilda:
Blocking and staging
Script reading and
interpretation
Character
development 

Physical Theatre
Frantic Assembly
Contact 
Chair duets

Drama Learning Journey

Devising (Time)
Stimulus
Motif
Structure

Choreography
Ensemble
Routine
rehearsal etiquitte 

Script - High School
Musical

Chracterisation
Vocal & Physical skills
Ensemble formations

Verbatim Theatre
Game over - Mark Wheeler
Emotional control
Evaluation dramatic
choices
Stage configuration

News Report
Tone & Structure
Multimedia use
Body language

Theatre Practitioners
Stanislavski
Brecht
Frantic Assembly 
Stylistic choices
Theatrical approaches

Devising - Social Media
Responding to a stimulus
Collaboration
Structure & meaning

Expressive movement
Physicality & gesture 
Stylised movement work 
Use of space & tension 

Podcasting
Script writing 
Audience
awareness
Targeted messging

Set text - Blood Brothers
Character exploration 
Script analysis 
Understanding social
and historical context
Costume design
linked to character
intention 
Symbolism, colour,
status & era 
Designing for social
class & realism 

Component 2: Devising Drama
(Practical)

Devising from a stimulus 
Practitioner influence 
Characterisation & movement 
Rehearsal discipline and
collaboration 

Component 2:  Devising Drama 
(Written logs - 40% of GCSE) 

Written reflection and analysis 
Justifying creative decisions 
Evaluating the rehearsal process 
Responding to stimulus 
Collaboration evidence 

Component 1 Section B: 40% of GCSE
Blood Brothers (Act 1)  

Script interpretation 
Vocal skills:
Physical characterisation
Understanding social, historical and
cultural context 
Blocking and staging scenes 

Component 1 Section B: 40% of GCSE
Blood Brothers  (Act 2) 

Advanced character development 
Interpreting climax and tension 
Evaluating theatrical intention 
Linking performance choices to context 
Developing extended written responses 

Component 3 (Mock) –
Texts in Practice

Component 1 Section C: Live Theatre Review 
Evaluating acting, design & staging 
Using drama terminology accurately 
Understanding plot, sub-plot and structure 
Constructing analytical written responses 

Component 3 – Texts in Practise 
(Practical assessment) 

(20% of GCSE) 
Performance under exam conditions  
Use of space, movement and proxemics 
Professional theatre etiquette 

Component 1: 40% of GCSE
Exam revision
Extended writing 
Application of terminology 
Retrieval and recall 
Managing stress and pacing in
exams 
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