
Why Attendance Matters
Regular attendance and punctuality are
essential to your child’s success. Regular
school attendance is one of the most
important factors in helping a child
achieve their full potential. 

Every day in school provides valuable
learning opportunities, helps pupils build
confidence, develop friendships and stay
engaged with their education. 

When a pupil misses school, they also miss
important lessons, discussions and
experiences that cannot always be easily
repeated. 

Good attendance habits support academic
success, emotional wellbeing and personal
development, while establishing other
positive routines and habits that will
benefit young people throughout their
lives. 

At Our Lady’s Catholic High School, we
believe that every day counts and that
working together with parents and carers is
key to ensuring every pupil can thrive and
succeed.



The Impact of Poor Attendance

Poor attendance can have a significant impact on a child's
education, wellbeing and future opportunities. Every day missed
from school results in lost learning, making it more difficult for
pupils to keep up with lessons, complete coursework and achieve
their full potential. Frequent absences can also affect confidence,
friendships and a sense of belonging within the school community.
Over time, even small amounts of absence can add up, creating
gaps in knowledge that become increasingly difficult to close. 

Recent DfE research found that pupils with attendance of 95–
100% were nearly twice as likely to achieve a Grade 5 or above in
GCSE English and Maths compared with pupils whose attendance
was between 90–95%. The research also showed that missing just
10 days of Year 11 can reduce a pupil's likelihood of achieving this
standard by around 50%.

"Missing just 10 days of school can reduce
a pupil's chance of achieving strong GCSE

outcomes by around 50%."



Punctuality Matters

‘Being just 15 minutes late each day is
equivalent to missing around two weeks of

school over the course of a year’.

Arriving at school on time is just as important as attending every
day. Being punctual ensures that pupils are ready to start learning
from the beginning of each lesson and do not miss important
instructions, activities or opportunities to engage with their
teachers and peers. Frequent lateness can quickly add up, leading
to significant lost learning time and making it more difficult for
pupils to keep up with their studies. 

Good punctuality helps establish positive routines, reduces stress
at the start of the day and supports pupils in developing the
responsibility and organisational skills that will benefit them
throughout their education and future careers. 



Where concerns arise, working
closely with the school at an early
stage enables us to provide the
right support and ensure every
pupil has the best opportunity to
achieve their full potential

How Parents and Carers Can Help

Parents and carers play a vital role in supporting good attendance
and punctuality. 

Establishing consistent routines, such as ensuring children get
enough sleep, arrive at school on time and attend every day
whenever possible, can have a significant impact on their success. 

Taking an active interest in your child’s education, encouraging
participation in extracurricular activities and maintaining regular
communication with school all help to promote positive attitudes
towards learning. 



Attendance Support Available

At Our Lady’s Catholic High School, we recognise that there can be
many reasons why a pupil may find it difficult to attend school
regularly. Our approach is to work together with pupils, parents and
carers to identify any barriers to attendance and provide support at
the earliest opportunity. 

Whether concerns relate to a pupil's physical health, emotional
wellbeing, mental health, SEND needs, family circumstances or any
other barriers to attendance, we are committed to working
collaboratively with pupils, parents and external agencies to secure
positive outcomes. We recognise that good attendance is fundamental
to educational achievement, wellbeing and future success, and we take
a proactive approach to identifying and addressing concerns at the
earliest opportunity. Parents and carers are encouraged to contact the
school as soon as difficulties arise so that appropriate support can be
put in place. By working together, we can help remove barriers to
attendance, promote a sense of belonging and ensure that every pupil
has the opportunity to attend regularly, thrive and achieve their full
potential.

Useful contact details:
Attendance phone line: 01772 326914

Attendance email: attendance@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
Year Offices and Pastoral Teams

Year 7: 01772 326 907
Year 8: 01772 326 908
Year 9: 01772 326 909
Year 10: 01772 326910
Year 11: 01772 326 911



Holidays during term time

Regular attendance is essential for pupils to make consistent
progress and achieve their full potential. While family holidays
are valuable, taking holidays during term time can result in
pupils missing learning opportunities that cannot always be
replicated. Even a short period of absence can create gaps in
knowledge and make it more difficult for pupils to catch up
with their peers. 

A two-week holiday during term time could result in up to 50
missed lessons, as well as homework, assessments and other
important learning opportunities. In addition, the DfE identifies
95% attendance as only satisfactory; therefore, a two-week
holiday taken during the school year means that 95% becomes
the highest attendance a pupil can achieve, even if no further
absence occurs.

For this reason, holidays during term time will not be
authorised, except in exceptional circumstances. We strongly
encourage families to plan holidays during school holiday
periods to minimise disruption to their child's education and so
that pupils can benefit from every learning opportunity and
maximise their chances of future success.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What should I do if my child is unwell?
If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please notify the
school as early as possible on the first day of absence and keep us
informed if the absence continues. We will work with families to
support pupils who experience longer periods of illness. 

How do I report my child’s absence?
Parents and carers should contact the school attendance team before
the start of the school day, providing the reason for the absence. If
your child is unwell for more than one day, please continue to update
us daily. For absences lasting four days or longer, we may request
medical evidence, and a home visit may be carried out.

What happens if my child's attendance falls below expected levels?
We monitor attendance regularly and will contact parents and carers if
concerns arise. Our aim is to work in together with families to identify
any barriers to attendance and provide appropriate support at the
earliest opportunity. 

Will the school authorise holidays during term time?
Holidays during term time will not be authorised except in exceptional
circumstances.
Why is punctuality important? Any request for leave must be made in
writing, by completing a Leave of Absence form from the school
website. Any leave taken without the school’s consent will be recorded
as unauthorised and may result in legal action, such as a penalty
notice..



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What support is available if my child is struggling to attend school?
We understand that attendance difficulties can arise for a variety of
reasons. If your child is experiencing difficulties attending school, we
encourage you to contact us as early as possible. Our approach
focuses on early identification, open communication and working with
families to understand and address any barriers to attendance.
Support may include regular check-ins, pastoral support, wellbeing
interventions, personalised attendance plans, reasonable adjustments,
and signposting or referrals to appropriate external services where
needed.

Does attendance really affect academic achievement?
Yes. Recent Department for Education research found that pupils with
attendance of 95–100% were nearly twice as likely to achieve a Grade
5 or above in GCSE English and Maths than pupils whose attendance
was between 90–95%. Missing just 10 days in Year 11 can significantly
reduce a pupil's chances of achieving strong GCSE outcomes. 

Who can I contact if I am worried about my child's attendance?
If you have concerns about your child's attendance, punctuality or
wellbeing, please contact the school as soon as possible. Early
communication allows us to work together to provide support and
prevent concerns from escalating.
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