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Our KS4 Curriculum

•Ambitious

•Broad 

•Balanced

•Relevant 

•Personalised 

•Enriched 

•Future Orientated  



The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Religious 

Education      

English      

Science      

Physical 

Education      
Option A      

Option B      

Option C      

Option D      
Mathematics      



Options A, B, C and D

Option A      Option B      

Option D      Option C      



Art History

Business Studies Cam National ICT

Computer Science Music

Construction (voc) Motor Vehicle (voc)

Drama GCSE PE/Cam Nat PE

Food Prep and Nutrition D&T Resistant Materials 

French Separate Sciences

Geography Sociology

D&T Graphics Spanish

BTEC Health & Social Care D&T Textiles

Hair and Beauty (voc)



GCSE Grades
• Majority of our courses are GCSE

• Changes in the content to courses

• GCSE grades are scored from 9 to 1 with 9 being the 
highest

• 7 = A,  4= C 

• Roughly 1% nationally receive a grade 9, although 
here that % is higher

• Colleges usually ask for good passes (5’s)

• All subjects apart from BTEC/Cam Nat/vocational 
now use these grades







Mathematics National GCSE 
Entries 2017 v 2023

2017 2023

FOUNDATION 24% 59%

HIGHER 76% 41%



X and Y Bands 

• The KS3 model changes 

• More movement to accommodate 

• No limitations 



Science
• Combined Science is worth 2 GCSEs

• They study Biology, Chemistry and Physics in equal 
proportion and their performances are totalled to give 
one overall score

• The best outcomes would be a 9-9, then a 9-8 
followed by 8-8, 8-7, 7-7 down to a 1-1

• Separate Science is worth 3 GCSEs 

• They will receive a separate GCSE in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.  These grades are not linked.

• Separate Science requires an option choice

• Maths needs to be good (grade 6 or above)



A Word On PE
• All pupils study Core PE.  This is not a 

qualification, although you will be assessed by 
school

•Taking GCSE PE or Cam National Sports 
Studies requires an option choice (equivalent 
courses with different assessment)

• The teachers will assist with the course that is 
right for your child



The English Baccalaureate

•GCSE Mathematics

•GCSE English Language

•GCSE Science 

•GCSE History or Geography

•GCSE French or Spanish



How important is showing evidence 
of an ability to learn languages?

Very important; if you don't get on with 
language work, you are unlikely to enjoy a 
significant part of our degree programmes. 
We'd like to see at least a strong GCSE result in a 
modern language on your record.

Manchester University



BTEC/OCR National

•We offer the following 4 nationally recognised ‘GCSE 
equivalent’ courses 

•OCR National in Information Technology

•OCR National in Sports Studies 

•BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care

•Level 1 D, M, P      - GCSE Grade 1-3

•Level 2 D*,D, M, P     - GCSE Grade 4-9



Vocational Courses

• Hair and Beauty at Preston College

• Motor Vehicle  at Preston College

• Construction at Preston Vocational Centre

• Pupils who are selected will attend Preston College     
each Wednesday afternoon from 1.30 to 4.30 p.m

• Behaviour and attendance are key issues

• Level 1 courses (GCSE grade 3 maximum)

• Limited places reserved for pupils who require 
additional pathways 



Option Blocks
• Pupils give us preferences, not demands

•All Option A subjects are taught at the same 
time

• Some combinations will not be possible

• In 2023 over 97% studied four of their six 
preferences

•Benefit the collective, not the individual

•Banding changes 



Limited Places

• There is a limit to the number of places 
available for each subject

•Resistant Materials – 20

•Food Prep and Nutrition – 20

•Textiles – 20

•Graphics - 20

•Music - 16



The importance of Plan B

•Preferences 5 and 6 are very important

•Around a third of Year 10 will follow a course 
they have put down as preference 5 or 6

•Do not just pick 5 and 6 without careful thought

•Pupils are not guaranteed their preferences 



An Example for a pupil in 
B1/B2/C1/C2

Core Curriculum Options

Religious 
Education

English

Science

Mathematics

Physical
Education

Computing / 
Tech / Business

Separate 
Sciences

French / 
Spanish

History / 
Geography



An Example for a pupil in 
B1/B2/C1/C2

Core Curriculum Options

Religious 
Education

English

Science

Mathematics

Physical
Education

Computing / 
Tech / Business

Art / Music / 
Drama / PE

French / 
Spanish

History / 
Geography



An Example for a pupil in 
T1/T2/M1

Core Curriculum Options

Religious 
Education

English

Science

Mathematics

Physical
Education

ICT / Technology 
/ Health & Social  

/ Work Skills

Art / Music / 
Drama / PE

Hair & Beauty 
/ Construction

Sociology / 
Geography



Guidance





Log onto Google Classroom

Click the plus sign in the top right corner

Select join class

Type in this code

kdlmszt
Press classwork

Read all of the information about each subject before you decide upon what you are going to choose









olchs.lancs.sch.uk/information/careers



General Advice
•Do indicate a preference for subjects that 
you are good at – look at your report
•Do indicate a preference for subjects that 
will help with your chosen career
•Do indicate a preference for a subject that 
you enjoy
•Do aim to keep open as many avenues as 
possible in the future



The Options Form







Next Steps
•Options Deadline Monday 18th March at 9am (google classroom 
online form)

•Paper copy handed to you in form for signing at home on Thursday 
21st March

• Options Deadline on Monday 25th March (signed paper form 
returned)

• A review of the preferences expressed by each pupil in Year 9

• Discussions with pupils and parents about individual programmes in 
June 



• Y10 and Y11 Employer encounter

• Careers Fair

• Work Experience

• Careers guidance interviews

• College taster days

• Careers advice interviews 

• College assemblies

• STEM and enterprise events

• College and employer drop in sessions

• Apprenticeship assemblies

• Careers PSHE programme

• College open events

• Mock interview preparations

• Mock Interviews

• College/apprenticeship applications support

• College/apprenticeship interviews

• Speed Networking Event



Golden Opportunity

• Ask questions

• mpo@olchs.lancs.sch.uk



Our Lady’s Catholic High School

Key Stage 4 
Information Evening


